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Recently, some Riverside residents received a mailing message from a small, political organization called Renewable Energy Accountability Project (REAP). The message stated that Riverside gets 62% of its power from “dirty” coal and urged residents to contact the City Council about reducing its use of coal or providing a target date for becoming 100% coal free.
 
Riverside Public Utilities' power portfolio currently consists of natural gas, hydroelectric, geothermal, wind, and solar resources in addition to traditional sources like coal. This is not simply because coal is less expensive, but because this type of energy is a reliable source of power. Reliability and diversity of power supply is critical in the event of fuel shortages or unexpected price increases. 
 
Riverside's use of coal meets all the national emissions restrictions set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. In fact, the coal facilities providing energy to Riverside have some of the lowest levels of emissions when compared to similar facilities in the entire Western Region of the United States. 
 
Riverside Public Utilities' customer-owners paid for their share of these coal facilities, and the city is obligated through binding contracts to buy power from the provider through 2027, as well as pay down debt associated with the plant's construction through 2024. Even if Riverside were to cease receiving electricity from the plant, the city still would be required to keep paying its share of the debt load. 
 
Meanwhile, RPU would have to buy power from another source to replace what was lost.  If Riverside had to immediately eliminate coal from its power mix, rates would have to increase 50 to 100 percent to cover these costs, which is why a more cost-effective replacement strategy is needed  - one Riverside has been working on for more than 10 years.
 
Riverside's leaders are committed to reducing usage of electricity that is generated at coal-fired plants, and is proceeding with plans that call for the city to receive 33 percent of its energy from renewable sources by 2020. Riverside Public Utilities' first goal in this reduction plan, to receive 20 percent of its energy from renewable sources in 2010, has already been met. These goals will increase to 25 percent renewable energy in 2015 and 33 percent in 2020.
To achieve these long-term goals, Riverside Public Utilities' employees search out new sources of renewable energy, and work with potential suppliers to bring that green energy to our city. At the same time, the utility is also reducing its coal usage, which is expected to drop from 62 percent in 2009 to 50 percent in 2010.  Phasing out coal helps the environment and prevents customers from experiencing tremendous “rate shocks,” especially during these tough economic times. 
In addition to setting high renewable energy goals, Riverside Public Utilities employs an array of innovative approaches to help and encourage residents and business owners to become more environmentally friendly. These efforts resulted in Riverside being named California's first “Emerald City” by the state Department of Conservation and helped the city win a spot in the California Green Communities Challenge.
Riverside is proud of its reputation as being a green city. And through responsible planning by Riverside Public Utilities' we are moving away from coal generated energy and moving toward a future with increased renewable resources and reduced greenhouse gas emissions while still providing responsible, low rates for the city's customer-owners. 
 
 


